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(54) Communications network monitoring 

(57) The disclosure relates to a method of monitor- 
ing a communications network comprising a plurality of 
node equipment, eg switches, and link equipment, eg 
fibre optic Jinks, in which performance parameters of in- 
dividual components of the node equipment are used to 
determine an overall performance parameter for the 
node equipment. By comparing like performance pa- 
rameters for individual network elements, the perform- 
ance of different types of network element can be com- 
pared with each other. Parameters which can be moni- 
tored include quality of service, cell discard cell loss and 
other measures of network performance. Connection 
tracing through the plurality of node equipment and link 
equipment is also achieved by identifying the communi- 
cations connection across a plurality of network ele- 
ments (221 ), collecting data signals containing data of 
an operational parameter (223, 225) processing the col- 
lected signals (224, 226) and displaying the processed 
data relating to the identified network elements (227). 
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